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The first introduction to the classical Chinese theater of Ming drama contains highlights from six of

the best plays of the period and lively commentary on each, providing the context necessary for

Western readers to grasp the scope of the genre.
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Cyril Birch is the author of the superb translation of Tang Xianzu's magnificent "The Peony

Pavilion," contemporary with Shakespeare's plays and worthy of comparison with them, on the page

thanks to Mr. Birch and on the stage thanks to the Lincoln Center Festival 1999. His introduction to

Ming musical drama not only gives much background on "Pavilion" and its author, setting them in

their historical and literary context, but whets the appetite to read and see the dramas he discusses

by 5 other authors. Birch is not only a deeply knowledgeable scholar but an elegant and lively writer.
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